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CIPSU Journal, 2011
January 4: Starting in January 2011, the CIPSU became the first Cl in U.S. to pioneer regular online
Chinese language learning via Skype Audio Chat, providing a free, user-based platform for Chinese
language teaching.
January 7: CIPSU presented the movie: Eat Drink Man Women to Chinese language learners and
held a pre-event “Chinese Corner” for the purpose of practicing Chinese with native speakers.
January 15: Teachers from CIPSU introduced the CI and the missions of the CC to CSEPA upon
invitation.
January 19: The State of Oregon Education Committee and the Cl Headquarter /Hanban held a
ceremony to celebrate the signing of a cooperation memorandum of understanding. The following
officials attended the ceremony: Hanban Director General Madam Xu Lin, Director of the CI Affair’s
Office, Mr. Cao Diefeng; Senator of Oregon, Mr. Chris Edwards; House Member; Mr. Brian Clem;
Chairperson of Oregon-Fujian Friendly Province and State Committee; Mr. Lan Jin.
January 21: CIPSU invited Dr. Yang Jiyu from PSU Lan Zhu Orchestra to give a lecture and
Chinese music performance: “Music from the Silk Road,” A Chinese Corner was organized prior to
the event for Chinese language learners to practice Chinese with native speakers.
January 23: A Chinese Educational Forum was organized by the CIPSU and Chinese Friendship
Association of Portland for local Chinese teachers. The theme was “Heritage Chinese Education in
the US: How to Teach Chinese to Heritage Learners?” Distinguished keynote guest speakers included:
Dr. Wei Shao, Chief Education Consul of the Consulate General of the PRC in San Francisco; Dr.

Alfonso Orsini, Principal of the Portland International School; Dr. Hong Xu, Director of Confucius
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Institute at Troy University. Guest speakers: Yin Shen from Woodstock School, Yafei Liu from
Rainbow Chinese School, Mr. Donn Osterlund, student parent from Lincoln High School, Dr. Lina
Lu and Ying Liu from CIPSU. Students from local high schools and primary schools, teachers,
parents and Chinese educators joined in this forum.

January 27: CIPSU offered Chinese lessons to employees at Nike Headquarters. This was the first
cooperation between an overseas Chinese teaching institute and a joint-venture and a successful
experiment to promote Chinese teaching and Chinese culture in local enterprises.

January 28: Chinese Corner and Evening Lecture: “Will This Be China's Century?” by Dr. Mel
Gurtov, Portland State University Professor Emeritus of Political Science and Editor-in-Chief of the
Asian Perspective Journal.

February 5: Chinese New Year Gala at Oregon Convention Center: celebrating Chinese New Year
of the year of the Rabbit, sponsored by CIPSU and local Chinese communities and Chinese Textbook
Exhibition by CIPSU.

February 11: China-Oregon Economic Forum on China’s Economic Transition, sponsored by
CIPSU. Guest speakers included: Professor Dali Yang, Politics Faculty from Chicago University,
Professor Mel Gurtov from Portland State University, Sam Ruda, the Port of Portland's director of
marine and industrial development, President Jin Lan of Oregon-Fujin Friendly Province and State
Council. A Chinese Corner was held before the forum to help students to practice Chinese.

February 11: Chinese New Year party with MIM students of PSU. CI teachers and graduate students
presented various performances.

February 18: Chinese Culture presentation: Introduction of Chinese customs about how to celebrate
the Spring Festival and the Lantern Festival. Introduction of the Online Confucius Institute.

February 20: Participation in the New Year Gala hosted by the Northwest China Council. The
CIPSU presented a Chinese book exhibition at the event.

February 27: CIPSU held a 2011 Chinese Speech Contest.

March 11: Chinese Corner and Evening lecture: “Chrono Biomedicine of Classical Chinese
Medicine” by Dr. Jun Zhang.

March 18: Performance by a Student Troupe from Northeast Normal University, China.

March 24: Principal Cairong Zou and Vice-Principal Yuhong Zhang of Foshan Science and
Technology University and their delegation members met PSU Vice-Provost Gil Latz and CIPSU
Director Meiru Liu. Both parties discussed academic exchange and cooperation, education of high-
level talents and visiting programs. They reached agreements on joint degree programs (3+1, 2+2),
visiting scholars from both universities, teaching Chinese in foreign countries, and academic research

cooperation.
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March 25: Professor Xiaoyuan Wu, the Co-Director of CIPSU arrived from China.

March 25: Hao Ping, Vice Minister of China’s Ministry of Education, visited Portland, met with
Governor John Kitzhaber and State representatives, visited Nike and Intel Corporations, met with
CIPSU teachers and went sightseeing along the Willamette River. Yang Shen, Vice-Director of
International Department in China’s Ministry of Education, Wenxiang Lu, Deputy Consul General
from the Chinese Consulate General in San Francisco, Dr. Wei Shao, Education Consul, Deputy
Director of Hanban Mr. Yongli Wang, and other members joined in the event.

April 1. Orientation for the 2011 Summer K-12 Chinese Language Teacher Professional
Development Training Program.

April 15: Inauguration Ceremony of 12 new Confucius Classrooms in Oregon by State Governor
John Kitzhaber, Councilor Yandong Liu and other members of a Chinese delegation headed by
Yandong Liu. Others in attendance at the ceremony were: George Pernsteiner, Chancellor of Oregon
University System; Wim Wiewel, PSU President; Gil Latz, PSU Vice-Provost; and Guiren Yuan,
Minister of MOE in China. The 12 schools with Confucius classrooms are: Woodstock Elementary
School, Atkinson Elementary School, Horsford Middle School, Cleveland High School, Franklin
High School, Lincoln High School, the International School, and International School at Beaverton,
Cascade Charter School, West Salem High School and Oak Tree Hill School.

April 15: Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber held a mid-day banquet to welcome Yandong Liu, China
State Councilor, and Guiren Yuan, Minister of Education. Lin Xu, General Director of Hanban, and
Meiru Liu, Director of CIPSU attended as well. Yandong Liu praised the positive attitude and great
efforts made by Oregon government and the whole society of Oregon towards its relationship to
China. She said that Oregon’s government, including the Senate and House of Representatives have
been valuable to the cooperation with China and that international business and trade with China has
grown quickly. She noted especially, that the Oregon legislature had implemented two bills for
promoting Chinese language and cultural education throughout Oregon schools, the first bill of its
kind in the world. We witnessed the passion in reinforcing communications with China in education
from Oregon’s government and people. After the banquet, Councilor Yandong Liu met with Oregon
Senators and House members.

April 22: Chinese Corner and Chinese movie: The Last Emperor.

April 29: Presentation by PSU MIM students about their program trip to Asia.

April 30: CI teachers attended AP workshop at the University of Washington.

May: Through the great efforts of the CIPSU, starting from September 1, 2013, Oregon Teacher
Endorsement Association will issue Chinese teacher endorsement to qualified Chinese teachers in

schools.
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May 12: Lecture on “Japan-China-US Relations” by Dr. Richard Samuels, Professor of International
Politics at the Center for International Studies, MIT.

May 13: Presentation by Huot and Majzels on the “85” project of a face-to-face translation of
Chinese classical poems into English.

May 15: YCT Chinese Proficiency Test day (levels 1-4) with 18 test-takers.

May 16: Dr. Wim Wiewel, President of PSU and Dr. Gil Latz, Vice-Provost of International Affairs
were interviewed by Portland News, talking about the great influence and positive impact of
promoting learning Chinese and Chinese culture at colleges and communities since the CIPSU was
founded 4 years ago.

May 16: CIPSU held a ClI board meeting.

May 21: CIPSU presented a Chinese teaching material exhibition at the “Teach East Asia Fair,” an
event organized by the World Affairs Council of Oregon..

May 22: HSK test day (levels 1-6) and oral test (elementary, intermediate and advanced) with more
than 100 test-takers.

May 26: The CIPSU participated in the Portland-Suzhou Sister City Association’s “Evening under
the Stars” event held at the Lan Su Chinese Garden, by hosting a by and Chinese teaching resource
exhibit. CIPSU was awarded “Outstanding Leadership in Education” by the Portland-Suzhou Sister
City Association.

May 31: Students from the Tianjin Cathay Arts School performed in Portland.

June 2-5: International conference on Oregon-China Investment, Trade, Culture and Education,
Tourism in Medford, Oregon, sponsored by CIPSU and Oregon-China Friendship Committee. The
CIPSU hosted a Chinese textbook exhibition at the event. Students from Tianjin Cathay Arts School
performed at the event.

June 3: Together with the PSU Institute for Asian Studies, the CIPSU co-sponsored a lecture, “China
Today,” by Professor Mark Selden, from Cornell University.

June 6: With the endeavor of CIPSU, Dr. Wim Wiewel, president of PSU, Dr. Gil Latz, Vice Provost
for International Affairs, Agnes Hoffman, Associate Vice Provost, Professor Meiru Liu, Director of
CIPSU, and Mr. Weirong Qian, President of Tianjin College of Commerce, Mr. Fusen Li, Vice
President, Professor Gengsheng Liu, President Assistant, met at PSU Pacific Conference Center and
negotiated on establishing cooperative relations, exchange programs for teachers and students based
on learning and communication. They reached the agreement and signed a cooperative proposal.

June 10: Presentation about the Chinese Dragon Boat Festival. Participants learned how to wrap and

eat Zongzi.
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June 11: CIPSU teachers participated in Rose Festival Grand parade an annual event organized by
the City of Portland, and were applauded by thousands of parade watchers.

June 20-July 1: The 2011 CIPSU Summer K-12 Chinese Language Teacher Training Program was
held at Portland State University sponsored jointly by CIPSU and PSU’s School of Education. 48 K-
12 Chinese language teachers and teachers in training attended the 2-week program.

June 24: Chinese Calligraphy Exhibition by Mr. Ma Weihua at the A.G. Long Building in Portland.
Approximately 150 people visited..

June 30: Lecture recital: “Chinese Ethnic Groups and Their Songs,” held in PSU’s Lincoln Hall, by
Ms. Zhang Hong from Binghanton Campus, SUNY, upon the invitation of the CIPSU.

July: Lei Fan from Tianjing University was invited to PSU as a visiting scholar.

July 20-27: Upon the request of North American Office of Hanban headquarters, led by Professor
Meiru Liu, Director of CIPSU, local Chinese teachers from 3 westcoast statestook part in the 2011
Beijing Chinese Teaching Material Conference at Beijing Normal University.

August 25: Chinese government-sponsored teacher, Changyuan Ren from Ha’erbing Xiang’an
Primary School was assigned to a CCs in Woodstock Primary School (term of assignment: August
2011—March 2014). Chinese government sponsored teacher, Xin Wang from the Second Middle
School in Handan She County, Hebei Province was assigned to a CCs in West Salem High School
and Cleveland High School (term of assignment: 2013-2014).

August 26: Dr. Meiru Liu, Director of the CIPSU gave a lecture in the Dalian University of Foreign
Languages upon the invitation of the Hanban headquarters. The title was “How to expand CI’s
teaching Chinese market—CIPSU mode.”

September 1: Chinese government-sponsored teachers: Mengna Bian, Peng Jin, Yu Lu, Qing Qiu,
Shan Wang, Xiaolin Wang, Han Xu and Chao Zhang from Suzhou University begun to teach Chinese
in the CCs affiliated with the CIPSU

September 9: Lecture by Gao Wenyuan, Tianjin University: “Traditional Chinese Medicine: Past,
Present and Future.”

September 10: New teachers’ Orientation hosted by the CIPSU. Lectures were given by Ms.
Marianne Mason, Chairperson of Cordell Hull Foundation; Dr. Alfonso Orsini, Principal of Portland
International School; Yin Shen, teacher at Woodstock Elementary School in Portland; Ms. Rendy
Jantz, Project Director of the CCs with the Oregon Educational Bureau;Wenjuan Zhao, volunteer
teacher’s representative from the CI; Dr.Meiru Liu, Director of CIPSU; and Dr. Lina Lu, Project
Director of the CIPSU.
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September 14: Chinese government-sponsored teacher, Jin Zhang from the Second Middle School in
Siping, Guangdong Province, China, was assigned to teach Chinese at the Portland International
School (term of assignment: 2011-2014).

September 16: Accompanied by Dr. Meiru Liu, Director of the CIPSU, Bruce Hanna, co-speaker of
the Oregon Legislator’s House of Representatives, visited the Hanban headquarters in China. This
was their third visit to China. Lin Xu, Director General expressed hope in promoting cultural and
educational exchange between China and the U.S. based on the bills which stipulated that Mandarin
Chinese be offered in K-12 schools in Oregon.

September 16: Presentation on the tradition and legend of the Moon Festival and 2011 China-Bridge
Summer Campers’ presentation.

September 19: Yandong Liu, State Council of the PRC and member of CPC Central Committee, met
John Kitzhaber, Governor of Oregon, and his delegation at Ziguangge in Zhongnanhai. Participants
from China were Tiankai Cui, Vice minister of Foreign Affairs Ministry; Ping Hao, Vice Minister of
Education Ministry; Laiwu Zhang, Vice Minister of Technique Ministry; and Shumin Cai,
Chairperson of Diplomatic Association. Participants from the U.S. were officials from Oregon
Department of Economy, Agriculture and Port Affairs. Jin Lan, Dean of the Oregon-Fujian
Association Committee, and Meiru Liu, Director of the CIPSU.

September 22: Report on visit to China in September at the annual conference of Oregon-Fujian
Association Committee at the Oregon State Capitol. Directors and teachers of the CIPSU were invited.
Meiru Liu, Director of the CIPSU spoke at the conference upon invitation. Bruce Hanna, speaker of
the House, chairperson of the Senate and other members attended the conference. Anru Song, Deputy
Consul General from the Consulate of the PRC in San Francisco and Shuguang Xia, Commerce
Consul spoke at the event.

September 23: CIPSU held a lecture and recital “A Study of Ethnic Minority Music in Southern
China” by Prof. Chen Jiayou of Yulin Teachers’ College, Guangxi Province.

September 29: CIPSU held a musical performance by 6 students from the Central Conservatory of
Music. Prior to the performance a scholarship award ceremony to announce the recipient of the D-
Paul Fansler Memorial Scholarship was held. Dr. Gil Latz, Vice-Provost of PSU International Affairs
and Dr. Mel Gurtov, Co-chair of the CIPSU Council, PSU professor and the donor of the scholarship,
congratulated two PSU students, Russel Kucinski and Katherine Fuxia Stankus, on receiving the
scholarship award.

October 14: Chinese Corner and Chinese movie: If You Are the One....

October 19: Lecture by Professor Jianmin Zhang, Dean of Chinese Language Education Base of East

Normal University. He introduced the most advanced training base for Chinese teachers and its
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general situation. Cl teachers exchanged their teaching experience and answered questions from the
new teachers after the lecture

October 20: CIPSU held a board meeting.

October 20: Chinese government-sponsored teacher, Xiaofeng Wang from The 23™ Middle School
in Daging Heilongjiang Province was assigned to the Portland International School and Beaverton
International School (term of assignment; 2012-2014).

October 23: CIPSU and The Oversea Chinese held “The First Education Exhibition of Portland” and
educational lecture with simulated HSK/YCT test. More than 10 universities and educational bureaus
were at the event. CIPSU arranged a classroom for simulated tests.

October 28: Lecture and book signing: “Deng Xiaoping and Transformation of China” by Ezra
F.Vogel, author of “Deng Xiaoping” and former Director of Harvard’s Fairbank Center for East
Asian Research and the Asian Center.

October 31: Lecture on the latest HSK internet test system by Bing An, the technician from the HSK
North American Test center.

November 4 & 5: CIPSU lecture “Fast Chinese Character Learning and Fast & Easy Calculation” by
Yuwen Yongquan and Chen Shuhong.

November 5: Video Opera: Sun Wu-Kong/The Monkey King by video artist and musician Alexis
Gideon, artist and musician in Portland.

November 6: CIPSU held lectures by Prof. Yu Dan, a well-known Chinese culture scholar and Vice
Dean of the College of Arts and Multi-media, Beijing Normal University and Dr. Cheng Kai, an
expert on Chinese acupuncture of the College of Acupuncture and Massage, Beijing University of
Chinese Medicine on Chinese culture and Chinese medicine sponsored by The China Press. The title
of Yu Dan’s lecture was: “Feel the Oriental Windom.” The title of Cheng Kai’s lecture was: “A
Healthy Body.”

November 13-December 4: CIPSU held the 15th YCT/ HSK test. There were two HSK tests and two
YCT tests in 2011 with 198 participants. Until December 4, the CIPSU has held Chinese language
proficiency tests 15 times, serving a total number of 965 participants.

November 23: CIPSU held a lecture “Learning Cycles, Instructional Cycles, and the Confucian
Pleasure” by Prof. Galal Walker of the Dept. of East Asian Languages and Literatures, Ohio State
University.

December 3-5: Accompanied by Meiru Liu, Director of CIPSU, Yongbo Song, Director of Hanban
Headquarters Human Resource Department; Tian Shen, Official of Hanban Headquarters; Fang Wang,

deputy Dean of International bureau of People’s Daily; and Xiaoyan Ji, Dean of Education
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department of Guangming Daily; inspected the CC and met Cl and CC teachers. The delegation
praised their work. U.S. local media reported on the event.

December 5: John Kitzhaber, Oregon State Governor met Members of the Hanban Media delegation
at Salem. Dr. Meiru Liu, Director of the CIPSU accompanied the delegation. Governor John
Kitzhaber answered questions from delegation members and remarked on the CIPSU’s effort to
promote Chinese language education in K-12 schools. Bruce Hanna, speaker of the House met the
delegation the same day.

December 12-14: Prof. Meiru Liu, Director of the CIPSU; Vice-Prof. Xiaoyuan Wu, Co-Director of
CIPSU; Prof. Wim Wiewel, PSU President; Agnes Hoffman, PSU Vice President; Ms. Rendy Jantz,
official in charge of Confucius classrooms at the Oregon Department of Education and Jin Lan, Board
member of CIPSU; participated in the 6th Confucius Institute Conference in Beijing. Prof. Meiru Liu
chaired the panel discussion on development of teaching material for local learners and presented a
speech “Developing Non-traditional and Practical Teaching Materials: Models and Experiments of
CIPSU.” Prof. Meiru Liu was again selected “Excellent Individual of the CI in the World”.

December 14: PSU President Wim Wiewel and Agnes Hoffman, Vice-President for Enrollment
signed an MOU with the Tianjin Institute of Economics and Trade in Tianjin, China, accompanied by
Meiru Liu, Director of the CIPSU. President of Tianjin Institute of Economics and Trade met with the
visitors from PSU.

December 15: Ms. Rendy Jantz, official in charge of the Confucius classrooms at the Oregon
Department of Education, visited a Chinese character learning school in Beijing accompanied by
Meiru Liu, Director of the CIPSU.



